
  

  

  

  

 

 

2026 Census of Social Enterprise is now open!  

• Minister Buttimer calls on every social enterprise to complete the survey  

• Don’t miss out on this opportunity for your social enterprise to be included and heard  

• Important opportunity for social enterprises to influence future policy decisions, funding 

priorities, and support programme development  

The Census is open until 28 June and can be accessed here.   

(only one response is required per organisation)  

Action 51 of Trading for Impact the National Social Enterprise policy includes a commitment to 

periodically hold a Census of Social Enterprise. Growing, strengthening, and realising the impact of 

social enterprises within communities are key goals of the Government’s Social Enterprise Policy, and 

the information collected during the Census is key to the continued targeted delivery of this policy, 

and how the sector will be supported into the future.  

Minister for Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD said: “This Census will help 

us understand where social enterprises are growing and where they need additional support to ensure 

decisions made about the sector are informed by the voices and experiences of those delivering real 

impact on the ground.  

“For the first time, we will be able to conduct a comparative analysis between the data from 2023 and 

2026, which will provide a strong evidence base to Government, along with those stakeholders we 

work in partnership with, to target our work to support the sector.”  

Following a competitive tendering process, that included a social clause, the Consortium of Social 

Enterprise Republic of Ireland and Amárach Research  

were awarded the contract to deliver this project on behalf of the Department of Rural and 

Community Development and the Gaeltacht.  

The Census can be accessed here.   

  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/u6D8Cx9O4hJZkvh0TVUyhPRY?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/u6D8Cx9O4hJZkvh0TVUyhPRY?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KJ68CyMQgHNYZofvUvUxEPVO?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KJ68CyMQgHNYZofvUvUxEPVO?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zj8JCz9VjhRK6qIWcLU9vKlr?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zj8JCz9VjhRK6qIWcLU9vKlr?domain=email.wheel.ie


  

  

  

Meeting of The Wheel’s Social Enterprise Member Network 3 June  

Our next Social Enterprise Member Network meeting is coming up on Wednesday 3 June, from 2.30 

to 4pm. Rob Brown, Social Innovation Manager at The Wheel, will share updates on the New 

Solutions Social Innovation Hub.  

Ahead of the Irish Presidency of the EU Council, Paul O’Sullivan will highlight key developments at a 

European level. We’ll also explore key challenges and opportunities for social enterprises in Ireland. 

Share your experiences and ideas with peers and help drive The Wheel’s advocacy and support 

for organisations like yours! 

This event is free but registration is essential!  

 

  

  
  

 

Sustaining Social Enterprise Scheme (15 May Deadline)  

Minister Buttimer announced the opening of the €4m ‘Sustaining Social Enterprise Scheme 2026/27’ 

in April. This scheme is designed to support social enterprise development and growth by funding the 

recruitment of key staff members.  

See the link to the announcement of the scheme here.  

Details of the scheme, including how to apply, can be found here on Pobal’s website. 

The portal for applications will remain open until:  2pm, Friday 15 May.  

Social enterprises can make submissions under both streams which this scheme funds:  

• The recruitment of key staff to drive income growth and sustainability  

• The development of a shared service resource enabling existing staff to focus on income 

generation.  

Please see the following link to frequently asked questions for this scheme here.  

 

  

  
  

 

Social Enterprise Forum 2026   

Registration is now open for the Social Enterprise Forum in Dublin on 27 May (9.30am – 1.00pm) at 

the Carmelite Community Centre!   

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-vw2CAAjkC9j4Oc1fAUG0Ng-?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-vw2CAAjkC9j4Oc1fAUG0Ng-?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AEUuCBQl0fVvjKcXh5U2If-8?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AEUuCBQl0fVvjKcXh5U2If-8?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Kg19CDPpntBXqAtXirUjrdLZ?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Kg19CDPpntBXqAtXirUjrdLZ?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YRc1CEGrotWBLxu0sxU74Vab?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YRc1CEGrotWBLxu0sxU74Vab?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XZqzCGgyqCJwk4hOt4UB1pRW?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XZqzCGgyqCJwk4hOt4UB1pRW?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KTWECJlGwU8xZwS3uoUyvvvE?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KTWECJlGwU8xZwS3uoUyvvvE?domain=email.wheel.ie


This is the first event in a national series. Further forums are taking place later this year in Leitrim, 

Waterford, Laois and Kerry. Organised on behalf of the Department of Rural and Community 

Development and the Gaeltacht, you’ll meet other social enterprises, get the latest policy 

updates, joine an interactive marketing and awareness session focusing on your practical ideas and 

get insights from experts across social enterprise. Registration is essential for this free event 

so don’t miss out!  

Make sure you to register your free place here. 

 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_Vi3CKmKxUqLOWTwC4U57rbB?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_Vi3CKmKxUqLOWTwC4U57rbB?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3433CLnMyiPLK9FNFkUytal8?domain=email.wheel.ie
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3433CLnMyiPLK9FNFkUytal8?domain=email.wheel.ie

