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Meath County Council Arts Grants, Awards & 
Bursaries Schemes 2026   

Meath County Council Arts Office is pleased to announce that the launch of the 2026 Arts Grants, 

Awards & Bursaries Schemes will be on January 13th, 2026.  

  

The Annual Arts Grant aims to support organisations, groups or individuals in the provision of local 

arts activities which enhance long-term development and sustainability of the arts in County Meath. 

Supported by Creative Ireland, the Creative Communities Award is intended to support a wide range 

of community groups and schools in the provision of community arts projects which promote 

cultural engagement and enhance long-term partnerships with professional artists.  The Drama 

League of Ireland Bursary is intended to fund a week-long residential stay at the Drama League of 

Ireland Summer School at the University of Limerick.  The Festival Grant Scheme is intended to 

support arts festivals taking place in County Meath which show a commitment to quality artistic 

programming and the Professional Artist Development Fund is intended to support Meath based 

professional arts practitioners in any field to develop their artistic practice and make or present new 

work.    

The individual funding strands cover a wide range of disciplines, arts practices and activities and are 

intended to enable individuals, groups and organisations to develop and sustain their work in the 

arts throughout County Meath and are part of a suite of supports provided to artists in the county. 

These supports have been strengthened in 2026 with additional funding from the Arts Council of 

Ireland and Creative Ireland.    

  

   

The closing date for the: The Annual Arts Grant, Creative Communities Award, Drama League of 

Ireland Bursary, Festival Grant Scheme and Professional Artist Development Fund, is 1pm, 

Thursday 12th February 2026.  

Further details will be available via www.meath.ie from January 13th 2026. 

  

For further information or queries, please contact artsfunding@meathcoco.ie.  

  

http://www.meath.ie/
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Irish Writers Centre Opens Applications for National Mentoring Programme 2026    

Island-wide initiative pairs emerging writers with leading Irish authors  

Applications for the Irish Writers Centre’s acclaimed National Mentoring Programme (NMP) are 

currently open and close on 31 December at 7pm. This highly regarded scheme offers writers across 

the island of Ireland the opportunity to receive sustained creative and professional support from an 

established Irish writer of their choosing.  

  

  
  

Now entering its ninth year, the programme has played a transformative role in the development of 

many emerging voices. Past participants include acclaimed authors such as Doireann Ní Ghríofa, 

Nidhi Zak/Aria Eipe, Fíona Scarlett, Will Keohane and Victoria Kennefick, among many others whose 

work reflects the rich diversity of contemporary Irish writing.  

Mags McLaughlin, CEO of the Irish Writers Centre, added: “We are tremendously proud of the 

difference the National Mentoring Programme has made to the writing careers of participants. Those 

who have taken part have grown in confidence, found sounding boards for their ideas, and honed 

their craft under expert guidance. We are excited to see this year’s applications and to help foster 

meaningful creative partnerships between mentees and mentors.”  

Selected mentees for the 2026 cycle will be announced in March 2026. This initiative is supported by 

Meath County Council Arts Office. To apply visit: 

https://irishwriterscentre.ie/nationalmentoring-programme/  
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Energetic Labyrinths - Clare O’Connor   

  

Don’t miss the final days of this wonderful exhibition by Meath artist Clare O’Connor!  
  

   

  

Pictured at the launch of Energetic Labyrinths Gerardette Bailey County Arts Officer, Clare O’Connor Artist, Cllr. 

Seán Drew Cathaoirleach of Kells Municipal District, Marietta Doran T.V Fashion Stylist and Carina Smyth 

Assistant Arts officer.  
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Congratulations  

We are the Weather – Jim Mc Elroy 

  

  

Meath Arts Office would like to congratulate poet Jim McElroy (winner of the Meath County Council 

Cultural Services Francis Ledwidge Poetry Award 2020 for his poem ‘Hoor’) on the Portuguese 

publication of his chapbook We Are the Weather, which includes his poem ‘Hoor’. The translated 

book was launched at the Irish Embassy in Lisbon on the 6th of November.   

  

Congratulations on bringing your powerful poetry to a new audience!  

  

Acknowledgements to Literature Ireland for supporting the Portuguese translation of the book in 

partnership with Traça Editora.  

  

‘Hoor’ and an accompanying visual art exhibition by artist Ann Kiernan can be viewed at the Toradh 

Gallery, Ashbourne Library & Cultural Centre.  
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Going Solo Award 2025 – Harriet Casey  
  

  

Meath County Council Arts Office were pleased to announce that the winner of the ‘Going 
Solo Award 2025’ is Harriet Casey for her artwork ‘Are You Sitting Comfortably?’ This award 
is intended to assist emerging Meath artists in the early stages of their career.   

View Harriet’s work as part of the Surveyor 2025 Exhibition at Solstice Arts Centre, Navan.  
Congratulations to Harriet and we wish her every success in the future!  
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Navan Theatre Group  

      

A huge congratulations to Navan Theatre Group whose recent production of From Eden achieved 

third place in the ADCI/DLI All Ireland One-Act Circuit on Sunday, 7th December in Tubbercurry. 

They also received an Adjudicator's Award, picked up by Sharon Carroll for stunning set design, and a 

Best Actress nomination for Siobhán Mallon. This achievement reflects the hard work, dedication 

and wonderful productions of the group and we are delighted to have supported group members 

Sharon Carroll - Director, Siobhán Mallon -Cast, Liam Brady -Lighting, Cecily Gibbons – Crew, under 

the Arts Office Drama League of Ireland Residency Award over the past number of years.   

  

Congratulations to all involved and we look forward to future productions!    
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Slane Men’s Shed  

Congratulations to the Slane Men’s Shed art participants and tutors. We are delighted to support 

them as they continue to go from strength to strength creating and enjoying wonderful art pieces.   

  

  

  

Pictured above are Slane Men’s Shed artists with Art Tutor Pat Doyle and some of their lovely 

creations including the fabulous ‘Wind thingummy’!!   

 



 

8  
  

Horseshoe – Jass Foley cinematographer  

  

Congratulations to Kells cinematographer Jass Foley whose latest film ‘Horseshoe’ opened 
in cinemas nationwide on Friday December 5th including the Arc Cinema Navan.  

"All families are mad, not least the Canavans. A drama comedy with a twist, set in the wild 

West of Ireland. When Colm, the head of the family, dies, there are few who mourn his 

passing, not even his four estranged adult children. But, the legalities of his will must be 

observed, and more than one Canavan sibling is harbouring secrets. As the Canavans return 

to the family home, the fate of the family unit, their sanity, and the Canavan estate all hang 

in the balance."   

Don’t miss the opportunity to catch this wonderful film!  
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Meath Arts office would like to wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas and New Year.   

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise 

Daoibh.  

   

  

  
  
   
  


