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Running Order

1 Mis-, Dis- & Malinformation

2

3

Online Platforms

Themes
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Information Disorder
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Misinformation

● Strong emotional response

● Aim is to go viral online, 
attract attention and 
engagement

● Exploiting echo chambers and 
algorithms

● Especially effective around 
elections and events of 
significant public interest

● Scale makes it difficult to 
debunk, platforms negligible
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Disinformation

● used to target others and 
create false narratives

● based on rumours, stereotypes 
or exploits people's’ biases and 
prejudices

● extremely popular on social 
media & online platforms

● used opportunistically

● organised and coordinated
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Malinformation

● ‘Doxxing’ of personal/private 
information

● Targeted hacks of sensitive data

● Twisting of data to fit an 
extreme narrative or conspiracy 
theory

● Harassment towards others 
based on protected attributes

● Hate speech
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Mis-, Dis- and Malinformation as a Tool
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Susceptibility

● We all are 🙃

● False information / conspiracy theories 

can FEEL right; confirmation bias

● Platforms and apps are designed for 

rapid sharing of information, not slow 

deliberation; engagement over accuracy

● Offers simplistic solutions, someone to 

blame

● Especially so if shared by someone we 

trust (friends/family/media) or within 

echo chambers online
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Themes
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Themes

● Source: Uisce Faoi 

Thalamh, ISD, p4

https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Uisce-Faoi-Thalamh_Topic-Analysis.pdf
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Immigration

● Targeting of 1) asylum seekers, 

2) refugees, 3) migrants

● Claims of criminality & violence,

preferential treatment, 

‘othering’ mindset

● Social media is central; virality & 

platform incentives; 

sensationalist clips & content

● Conspiracy theories: 

Replacement, ‘plantation’

● Calls to action, protests
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Immigration

Narratives:

● #IrelandIsFull

● #IrelandBelongsToTheIrish

● ‘Military aged males’

● ‘Plantation centres’; invasion

● Remigration
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Elections
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Elections
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Anti-LGBTQ+

● Targeting of LGBTQ+ individuals, 

communities & those who 

support them

● Accusations of immorality, 

indecency, indoctrination

● ‘Protecting the children’; 

‘groomer’; ‘satanic panic’

● Libraries, schools & curriculums

● The goal: Adversarial encounters, 

controversy, virality
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Artificial Intelligence
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AI, Ireland and Elections
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Online Platforms
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Echo chambers and algorithms
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The ‘Covid Effect’

Shared 
conspiratorial 

worldview

Anti-vaccine

movement

Far-right 
extremists

QAnon

Climate 
change 
denial Covid conspiracy 

theories

Anti-vaccine 
movement

Far-right 
extremists

QAnon

Climate 
change denial
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Information Disorder: Playbook

Information* that can be 
framed as representative 
of the ‘threat’ associated 

by someone/group; 
sensationalist, fear, 

anger

Step 1

Seeded in online 
platforms, spread 

across networks by 
influential figures with 

large followings; 
boosted by algorithms 

Step 2 Calls to mobilise and 
take action based on 

the information* 

Step 3

* Information could be true, false, 
speculative, decontextualised, rumour etc



2323

Resources

⮚Media literacy
⮚Digital citizenship
⮚Anti-hate/CVE education

Education

⮚Online Safety and Media Regulation Act
⮚Digital Services Act

Regulation

⮚Strategic communications
⮚Community engagement/organising

Communication
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In conclusion …



Thank you!


