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What is a bog?

* A wetland habitat that accumulates peat

Peat is partially decayed plants, mostly Sphagnum mosses.

Bogs exist when plants don't decompose due to waterlogged
conditions and acidity

Raised bogs are dome-shaped masses of peat in former lake basins

Blanket bogs form in mountainous areas with high rainfall
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Bog biodiversity is not always visible
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Features of healthy peatlands in balance

Vegetation Sphagnum speci

dominated by those most contrib
Sphagnum and
Water specialist bog Upper layer
e .
( Hydrolo gy) plan e peat format

Active
upper
layer

Stable Water table

lower
layer

Balanced



Introduction to artists, project and team

3 peatland sites — Drummin, Girley and Ballydermot/Cluain Ruisc Bogs
3 artists — Monica de Bath, Jules Michael, Kate Flood

3 arts services — Carlow, Kildare and Meath County Council Arts Offices
3 mentors — The Bog itself, Dr. Cathy Fitzgerald, Dr. Anita McKeown

3 objects — Ganger’s Hut, Butter Firkin, Bog Cabinet of Curiosities
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J U |ES M iC h a EI Drummin Bog collaborations - overview

' “An Fraughan

An ecospclal-art projact avolving the children of the national
2 schools of Sk Brandan’s Drummond, Scoll Moling, Glynn, and
SL Michgel's, Newtown and Drummin Bog. St. Mulllins, Co. Carlow.
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The Banner Project (2020 -2021)
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Kate
Flood

2011-2013 2016-2018

I created a blog to celebrate the My involvement with the Gnathoga Nadurtha

wa I ki ng rovli:isr:at::isl:‘:a‘:i:::r::::(::? b\;t::es:i ded bogs and peatlands of Ireland, project has deepened my relationship with the
P urallis gt atland habitats. | v'::rked?lvith through the lens of my bog and with other artists working with their local cl,,
e F:arm an bhalks Ecc;l Studies relationship with Girley Bog. bog, providing me with opportunities to ',
y d E e Kksh www.abogslife.com. Secretary of understand and communicate through artistic and ,I”,"' P
R e the Girley Bog Meitheal. cultural nractlces of care and collaboration. ;4 "1’;0‘
£ 3 Iy . FJ 5,
\ At
T 77’ 1%
— . . . ", ,‘ A
remembering restoring reimagining My relationship with

2009

- 2023 Girley Bog and its
inhabitants continues

blogging guiding collaborating to develop through

time.

exploring . responding

2013-2015 2018-2022

I started my doctoral studies examining the

social and cultural values of bogs with
Girley Bog as one of my case studies. This
involved a community mapping of the bog \
to identify the values held by local people .
who visit and care for the bog. Seekl n9

nterest in Girley Bog was
valker and | gradually become
more and more interested in the
plants and ecology of the bog. Out
f this knowledge, | wanted to be
re active in protecting the bog.

I researched the social and cultural history of
Girley Bog Natural Heritage Area through
historic maps, documents and oral history
interviews with local people. Continued to

organise walks, workshops and community

activities at Girley Bog.
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Events & educational activities with partners at Girley Bog

GYRLEY BOG .
MEITHEAL:

workshop

with IPCC

Birdwatch Ireland Meath o

u
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Mammal workshop, Waterford IT

Girley Bog oral history & community evenings
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Girley Bog Meitheal

presents
Bog Tales
P \
- Vw_ai'ﬁa'g‘t cfirley Bog
> Wednesd}jz\gjrd May é6pm-9pm .
, g Saturday Drewstown House Y Bog HISt.OTY talks

» May 18 GYRLEY BOG g
STORY WITH A=A om WETHER

Come along and celebrate the wonder of Girley
Bog as part of National Biodiversity Week
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Dr. Anita McKeown - Creative Placemaking and Community Mapping Process

PermaCultural resilience (pCr) critical praxis (McKeown, 2015)

Stage 1 Mapping Site visits -
Observation and Zone Maps

S~

Stage 2 Community Mapping
<« 1he artists and CoCos will initiate their
community engagement activities and
events with support from A.McKeown

= , Artitsts will initiate and complete
Supports the creation of local
their research, which will form

1

fv
EOURTHINGY 1oncmans ~ the outcomes to be integrated

creafive community engagement
Y ongs; across the three sites

Future




Dr. Cathy Fitzgerald - Ecoliteracy training for
Gnathodoga Nadurtha
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Team Site Visits — Girley, Drummin, Ballydermot Bogs

Image: Anita McKeown
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Lizard and Mini-beasts workshops across the 3 sites with Rob

. : : ~ NPWS Grants for Smal
Gandola, Irish Herpetological Society NPIS Grans for Smal.

Learn about Lizards A 14
AND REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS OF GIRLEY BOG

— 23 JULY 2023
Y 2 PM

Join us for a slow walk around Girley Bog to learn about these
fascinating creatures with Rob Gandola, Herpetological Society
of Ireland. We will do some creative exercises and graphic note
taking so please bring a notebook & pencil. This project is funded
by the NPWS Grant for Small Recording Projects 2023. Thanks
also to Coillte and artists from the Gnithég Nadurtha project.

° Meet at 2pm at Drewstown/Coillte Car Park, Girley
Bog. Entrance from R154.




Monica - Rathangan Event at ‘The Old Schoolhouse
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- Community Event - Kells Heritage

Centre, Meath

TEXTURES
TASTES 8§ COLOURS
OF THE BOG
NOVEMBER 18TH - 12-3PM

Kells Courthouse Tourlsm and Cultural Hub, Kells,
Co. Meath, A82 RY62

by
Ganger's Hut, Butter Firkin & Bog Cabin

JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF FUN, CREATIVITY
AND NATURE-BASED ACTIVITIES CELEBRATING

and short talks from
a de Bath and Kate Flood.
BOOKING 15 REQUIRED FOR ACTIVITIES.
EMAIL KATEFL

HOW TO VSE A HAND LENS

It's important to get the distance right or what
you're looking at will be out of focus

FarmPEAT
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Building new relationships .
° ° ° ® (an/ow Mz Serices:
Extending existing partnerships ' Sl Dty b1

| Arleen Wolan : Asuctant ders Oppee
/ Meieesd Wiion
,(’q,/{y Mokney

County Councils - Arts Officers, Heritage Officers,
Biodiversity and Climate Action Officers, PPN and
other Local Authority officers

Community Wetlands Forum

Herpetological Society of Ireland (HSI)

RE-Peat schools - youth network

wacil \Sertir Mmzww/» Teart:

National Parks & Wildlife Service

Kieran Chlinese Nling\Dowsse oharsses, Traniprotnbhin, Frvrosemt |
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Birdwatch Ireland Meath

Irish Peatland Conservation Council
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BNM Ecology Team poie Offie

Rathangan Library
Creative Rathangan Meitheal
Drummin Bog Project Committee R & BlEera [HES=S00L SRR el | SRS T A W ).

Farmpeat

UCD Earth Institute




Weaving new stories - Culture as catalyst for peatland transitions
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Culture as catalyst — A new peatlands architecture  (reqfive Mt IE

Climate Action Foundation
The Bog Bothy
A shelter & gathering space for deep engagement with the bog that builds on the design language of Ireland’s
peatlands, exploring the bog as both historical archive & future landscape.

12th field
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A Beginner’s Guide to the Sphagnum

Connecting
Commupities

7 with Peat cmqs )

\.‘} Connecting

Communiues

Peatland
communities

| pmm——

Volunteer Conservation
Work Group

- 'Rhododendron Bashing' @ Abbeyleix Bog
Saturday, 11th April 2015 - 10 am

= : LA AR

Joi s to tac
Bog. On the da

What to bring: W e r appropriate) & some lunch

Provided: Gloves, tools, tea & biscuits Duration: Up to 4 hours

IRISH P
TRUST




Peatlands have many different values and types of knowledge

Hydrology
Botany
Zoology
Geography
Mapping

Creative arts
Painting
Photography
Literature
Poetry
Music / Sound

History Heritage Citizen Science

Archaeology
Oral history
Turf-cutting

Recording
biodiversity

Community
Local conservation
knowledge projects

Nature-based
activities
Birdwatching
Hiking
Recreation
Ecotourism

Community
action
Peatland
advocacy/
activism
Peat-free
gardening

Many types of knowledge and ways of knowing peatlands




Further information and links

Creative Drummin Website:

https://drumminbog.com/creative-drummin/

Earth Institute news and Events: https://www.ucd.ie/earth/newsevents/news/body,7

YouTube Podcast with Farmpeat:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaljabPdcTE&t=265s

Cathy Fitzgerald, Haumea Ecoversity

https://haumea.ie/

Anita McKeown, FutureFocus21c

https://www.futurefocus21c.com/

More information about the artists:

Jules Michael

https://www.julesmichael.com/

Monica De Bath

https://monicadebath.wixsite.com/monicadebath

Creative Rathangan Meitheal

Kate Flood

A Bog’s Life Blog



https://drumminbog.com/creative-drummin/
https://www.ucd.ie/earth/newsevents/news/body,719729,en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ka1jabPdcTE&t=265s
https://haumea.ie/
https://www.futurefocus21c.com/
https://www.julesmichael.com/
https://monicadebath.wixsite.com/monicadebath
https://www.facebook.com/creativerathangan/
https://abogslife.com/

Low growing / slow
growing

Waxy leaves
White hairs
Leaves roll in

Evergreen

Insect-eating

Underground bulbs,
stems, and
rhizomes

Hummock-forming

Air canals

Mycorhiza

Exposure

Exposure

Soil is poor in
nutrients

Soil is poor in
nutrients

Soil is poor in
nutrients

Wetness/
Exposure

Acidity

All bog plants

Heathers
Cranberry
Bog Rosemary

Heathers
Bog Rosemary
Bog Cranberry

Sundew (Round leaved/Oblong
leaved)

Bladderwort

Butterwort

Bog Cotton

Bog Asphodel
Deer grass

Purple Moor grass

Hare’s Tail Cottongrass
Sphagnum sp.
Deer grass

Common Cottongrass

Heather

Leaves are small and needle like and plants grow low to the ground to prevent water loss
from exposure and drying out

Leaves have a waxy coating to prevent moisture loss during the summer. The leaves roll
inwards or have white hairs which help reduce water loss to stop the plant from drying
out.

Retain their leaves for more than one season, enabling photosynthesis year round

Insectivorous plants can photosynthesise but benefit from the extra nutrients provided
by insects

The food for the plant is recycled and stored over winter in underground roots, stems or
rhizomes

These plants form hummocks to create a drier environment and ensure they can get
enough oxygen to their roots. Growing together in hummocks also protects the plant
from wind and cold.

Air canals allow oxygen to pass from the stems to the roots which can be buried 60cm in
the peat, thus enabling the plant to ‘snorkel’

Heather plants have a mesh of fungal threads called mycorrhiza which help the plant
absorb nutrients from the peat



