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What Is a bog?

AAwetland habitatthat accumulates peat
APeatis partially decayed plants, mostly Sphagnum mosses.

ABogs exist when plants don't decompose due to waterlogged
conditions and acidity

ARaised bogare domeshaped masses of peat in former lake bas |
ABlanket bogs form in mountainous areas with high rainfall




Bog biodiversity is not always visible
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Features of healthy peatlands in balance

Vegetation Sphagnum speci
dominated by those most contrib
Sphagnum and
Water specialist bog Upper layer
- .
(Hydrology) G )

Active
upper
layer

Stable Water table

lower
layer

Balanced



Introduction to artists, project and team

3 peatland sites T Drummin, Girley and Ballydermot/Cluain Ruisc Bogs

3 artists i Monica de Bath, Jules Michael, Kate Flood

3 arts services 7 Carlow, Kildare and Meath County Council Arts Offices
3 mentors i The Bog itself, Dr. Cathy Fitzgerald, Dr. Anita McKeown -
3 objectsi Ganger 6s Hut, Butter Firkin,®
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' “An Fraughan

An ecospclal-art projact avolving the children of the national
2 schools of Sk Brandan’s Drummond, Scoll Moling, Glynn, and
SL Michgel's, Newtown and Drummin Bog. St. Mulllins, Co. Carlow.
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2011-2013 2016-2018

I created a blog to celebrate the My involvement with the Gnathoga Nadurtha

wa I ki ng rovli:isr:at::isl:‘:a‘:i:::r::::(::? b\;t::es:i ded bogs and peatlands of Ireland, project has deepened my relationship with the
P urallis gt atland habitats. | v'::rked?lvith through the lens of my bog and with other artists working with their local cl,,
e F:arm an bhalks Ecc;l Studies relationship with Girley Bog. bog, providing me with opportunities to ',
y d E e Kksh www.abogslife.com. Secretary of understand and communicate through artistic and ,I”,"' P
R e the Girley Bog Meitheal. cultural nractlces of care and collaboration. ;4 "1’;0‘
£ 3 Iy . FJ 5,
\ At
T 77’ 1%
— . . . ", ,‘ A
remembering restoring reimagining My relationship with

2009

- 2023 Girley Bog and its
inhabitants continues

blogging guiding collaborating to develop through

time.

exploring . responding

2013-2015 2018-2022

I started my doctoral studies examining the

social and cultural values of bogs with
Girley Bog as one of my case studies. This
involved a community mapping of the bog \
to identify the values held by local people .
who visit and care for the bog. Seekl n9

nterest in Girley Bog was
valker and | gradually become
more and more interested in the
plants and ecology of the bog. Out
f this knowledge, | wanted to be
re active in protecting the bog.

I researched the social and cultural history of
Girley Bog Natural Heritage Area through
historic maps, documents and oral history
interviews with local people. Continued to

organise walks, workshops and community

activities at Girley Bog.
7




Events & educational activities with partners at Girley Bog

N

cYRLEY BOG
MEITHEAL:

Poaree
workshop

with IPCC

Blrdwatch Ireland Meath outlng I\/Iammal Workshop, Waterford IT

Girley Bog Meitheal

presents

Bog Tales

Saturday Drew—sfown House

. May 18 GYRLEY BOG g
STORY WITH s om et

Come along and celebrate the wonder of Girley
Bog as part of National Biodiversity Week

CEOGRAPHIC fLifR'GHT Headfort Hotel

SOCIETY Makes a difference
¢ lopportunityto
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Dr. Anita McKeown- CreativePlacemakingand Community Mapping Process

PermaCulturatesilience pCi critical praxisNicKeown 2015)

Stage 1 Mapping Site visits -

Stage 2 Community M.
Observation and Zone Maps o B g A

< [he artists and CoCos will initiate their

community engagement activities and Sog |
Ak o g ey
events with support from A.McKeown Barty,” m(mj‘wz
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Artitsts will initiate and complete
their research, which will form
the outcomes to be integrated
across the three sites

Supports the creation of local
community roadmaps for b
creafive community engagement
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Dr. Cathy FitzgeraldEcoliteracytraining for
Gnathdga Nadurtha
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eam Site Visits Girley,Drummin BallydermotBogs
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